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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EPAP, SWEL, GY 

SUBJECT: GUYANA RICE BOARD FIRE 

REF: GEORGETOWN 1800 

1 . INVESTIGATION OF THE FIRE AT THE GUYANA RICE BOARD 
(REFTEL) CONTINUES. POLICE SUSPECT ARSON WAS INVOLVED 
AND TWO RICE BOARD EMPLOYEES TOLD EMBOFF THAT UNDER 
NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES THE DUST AND LOOSE THREADS OF JUTE 
BAGS COULD IGNITE AND BURN, BUT THE THICK FIBERS OF THE 
STACKED BAGS -WHICH HAD BURNED- WOULD BURN ONLY WITH DIFFI- 
CULTY UNLESS OIL OR SOME INFLAMMABLE SUBSTANCE HAD BEEN POURED 
OVER THEM AND IGNITED. ALSO. POLICE HAVE UNCOVERED A PLOT TO 
SABOTAGE THE AMERICAN -OWNED NATIONAL MILLING COMPANY WHICH 
IMPORTS WHEAT AND PROVIDES ALL OF GUYANA'S WHEAT FLOUR. 
MANAGER OF NATIONAL MILLING COMPANY INFORMED EMBASSY 

THAT POLICE INFORMANT HAD PROVIDED THIS INFORMATION AND 
POLICE HAD PROVIDED FOUR ADDITIONAL GUARDS AND REVAMPED 
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SECURITY AT THE FLOUR MILL. 

2. THE BLAZE AT THE RICE MARKETING BOARD FACILITIES 
CONTINUED FOR OVER A WEEK BECAUSE STORAGE FOR EMPTY 
BAGS BENEATH THE WHARVES IGNITED AND FIRE WAS INACCESSIBLE. 
DYNAMITE WAS EVENTUALLY USED TO BRING IT UNDER CONTROL. 
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3. AN ESTIMATED US$3 MILLION DAMAGE WAS DONE TO RICE 
BOARD FACILITIES. ABOUT US$1. MILLION OF RICE WAS 
DAMAGED (NOT BURNED). PLANS FOR EXPORT OF RICE HAVE 
BEEN INTERRUPTED BUT OFFICIAL GOG SPOKESMEN STAUNCHLY 
ASSERT THAT GUYANA'S OVERSEAS COMMITMENTS WILL BE HONORED. 

4. ABOUT 6 MONTHS WOULD BE REQUIRED TO RECONSTRUCT THE 
DAMAGED FACILITIES IF FUNDS WERE AVAILABLE TO FINANCE 
RECONSTRUCTION. REPORTEDLY INSURANCE COVERED ONLY ABOUT 
ONE HALF THE LOSS. 
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